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RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT (LOCAL) COMMENTS (GL) 

Response to Comment Letter GL1 

Comment GL1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the City of Costa Mesa for participating in the environmental process 
for the I-405 Improvement Project. The City’s comments were considered during identification 
of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. The City will be notified when the 
Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Your comment letter contained many exhibits, including a letter from Mayor Bever to Paul 
Glaab. That letter contains information in summary form more fully elucidated in your comment 
letter. Consequently, that letter has not received separate responses.  

Your comment letter also contained many e-mails from residents. All of those e-mails were sent 
prior to circulation of the Draft EIR/EIS and consequently cannot be comments on the Draft 
EIR/EIS. Consequently, those e-mails have not been responded to.  

The Draft EIR/EIS and this Final EIR/EIS were prepared by Caltrans and OCTA’s consultant. 
Caltrans has a multilevel rigorous independent review process that is completed independently at 
the District and Headquarters Levels. Additionally, the document has been through an 
independent legal review prior to releasing the Draft EIR/EIS and has gone through a legal 
sufficiency review prior to certifying the Final EIR/EIS. Detailed requirements of the 
independent review process are provided on the Caltrans SER Web site, which is continually 
updated to reflect changes in environmental regulations and/or Caltrans policies. Caltrans 
maintains records of their compliance with the 5-step review, which documents the independent 
review by technical specialists and senior environmental planners, headquarters staff, and 
Caltrans Legal. 

As disclosed in Section 3.2.6.3 of the Draft EIR/EIS, at the time the Draft EIR/EIS was 
circulated to the public, the project description in the RTP/FTIP included a design concept and 
scope for Alternative 1; however, the design concept and scope for Alternatives 2 and 3, as 
described in Chapter 2, were substantially different from what was analyzed in the 2008 RTP. 
OCTA, not Caltrans, initiated the change in the project description shown in Attachment A of the 
comment letter. All alternatives were represented equally in the Draft EIR/EIS, and there is no 
proclivity toward any of the build alternatives. Alternatives 2 and 3 are required to go through 
the SCAG RTP and FTIP amendment process prior to being able to determine consistency with 
the plans; however, the regional operational emissions analysis was completed for all alternatives 
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and would be less than the no-build conditions in years 2020 and 2040. The amendment process 
is required to be completed prior to approval of the Final EIR/EIS. The Preferred Alternative 
identified in the Final EIR/EIS is consistent with the description in the 2012 RTP and FTIP.  

Comment GL1-2 

The Draft EIR/EIS, including specialized technical studies (all technical studies are available for 
review on the Caltrans D12 Web site at http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist12/405/index.htm#Technical), 
represents a comprehensive analysis of the reasonably foreseeable environmental effects of the 
proposed build alternatives on the Human (Section 3.1), Physical (Section 3.2), and Biological 
(Section 3.3) environments. Where applicable, the Final EIR/EIS has been revised/updated to 
clarify/correct information based on the public comments received on the Draft EIR/EIS. As 
described in the Draft EIR/EIS, only Alternative 3 would require demolition/reconstruction of 
the Fairview Road Overcrossing and Harbor Boulevard southbound loop on-ramp. Should 
Alternative 3 be identified as the Preferred Alternative, Caltrans/OCTA will continue to work 
with the City to minimize project effects on the City and its residents.  

Please also see Common Response –Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Construction Impacts: Construction impacts are discussed in detail, based on the preliminary 
engineering and analysis for all of the build alternatives. Construction impacts are discussed for 
all of the build alternatives in every section, as applicable, within the environmental 
consequences subsection as temporary impacts. Caltrans and OCTA have evaluated options to 
minimize project effects from Alternative 3 on the City, including revised project geometrics to 
avoid reconstruction of the Fairview Road Overcrossing or truncating the project to modify the 
southern project limits to begin north of Fairview Road. Project construction impacts are typical 
of large construction projects, and other than those impacts that were identified as significant in 
Chapter 4 of the Draft and Final EIR/EIS, no other significant impacts were identified. 

Ramp Closures: A ramp closure study was prepared for the project in accordance with the 
Caltrans Project Development Procedures Manual and was provided in “Appendix C Ramp 
Closure Study” of the Community Impact Assessment. Proposed detour routes associated with 
the long-term ramp closures (i.e., ramps closed at least 10 consecutive days) were provided in the 
Draft EIR/EIS Appendix M, Proposed Ramp Closure Detour Routes. Caltrans and OCTA will 
continue to work with all affected cities to minimize construction closures/impacts on special 
events and venues, including the OC Fair & Event Center. Although the contractor may not be 
working during holidays, it is not likely that all ramps within the corridor will be available 
during the holiday seasons. Caltrans and OCTA will continue to work with the City to 
minimize/coordinate closure of ramps during the holiday seasons.  


